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Lecture 2
Module 1: Theoretical principles
Lecture 2: The role of the initiator
In the process of intercultural text transfer depicted above, the initiator plays a crucial role. Apart from being an individual (unless, of course, the role of initiator is taken by the translator, the TT receiver, etc.) having his or her own personal characteristics, the initiator is the fac- tor that starts the process and determines its course. 
The process of intercultural text transfer is started because the initiator wants a particular communicative instrument: the target text. This implies that the initiator wants the translation for a certain purpose. The reception of the target text by the initiator or any other person the target text is passed on to depends on this purpose. It is this purpose that determines the requirements to be met by the translation. 
Example 1.1.2./1 
a) An American physicist asks for a translation of some Russian technical literature to find out about the latest state of scientific research in Russia. b) A German company wants to present their products or make an offer to a Spa- nish salesperson. c) By having a French novel translated into English, a Bri- tish publisher wants to launch a bestseller on the market. d) A language tea- cher wants to find out by means of a translation task whether the students can tell the difference between the functions of a gerund and a present participle in English. 
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